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And that’s just the way it is.

——————

IRAQ TIMETABLE AND FUNDING

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. McNERNEY. Madam Speaker,
this Congress remains committed to
forging a new direction in Iraq. Over-
whelmingly, the American people sup-
port our plan to establish important
benchmarks and a responsible time-
table to redeploy the troops.

Yet, the President has threatened to
veto our legislation, even though it en-
sures our troops have everything they
need, and for our veterans when they
return home. However, just last week,
Defense Secretary Robert Gates said,
and I quote: The debate in Congress has
been helpful in demonstrating to the
Iraqis that American patience is lim-
ited.

Mr. Gates went on to say that the
strong feelings expressed in the Con-
gress about the timetable probably has
had a positive impact on commu-
nicating to the Iraqis that this is not
an open-ended commitment. To ensure
that the Iraqis step up and take con-
trol of their own country, we must con-
tinue to demonstrate that the Amer-
ican people will not stand for an open-
ended commitment of American re-
sources or personnel.

——
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INTERNATIONAL SOLID WASTE IM-
PORTATION AND MANAGEMENT
ACT

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker,
since 1992, Michigan has not been able
to control the millions of tons of trash
entering our State from Canada, and
the problem continues. Every day, over
400 trucks from Canada dump trash
into our State. These trucks come bar-
reling across the border without in-
spection and examination, raising a
viable national security threat.

At this time, our State government
has almost no say in whether or not
Michigan should accept the over 4 mil-
lion tons of trash and hazardous waste
from Canada every year. Michigan in-
stituted laws banning Canadian trash
in 1988, but the Supreme Court struck
down these laws a mere 4 years later
and ruled that Congress has not grant-
ed such authority to our State.

For too long, Michigan has had its
hands tied by the Federal Government,
and it is time to let the decisions about
the integrity and the safety of our land
be made by those who inhabit the land.
As a proud cosponsor of H.R. 518, I urge
my colleagues to support the Inter-
national Solid Waste Importation and
Management Act and empower Michi-
gan to make certain the beauty and
safety of our land remains intact for
generations of Michiganders to enjoy
in the future.
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HOUSE DEMOCRATS LOOK TO
COVER SOME OF OUR NATION’S
UNINSURED BY EXPANDING
SCHIP PROGRAM

(Ms. HOOLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

minute.)
Ms. HOOLEY. Madam Speaker, last
month the Democratic Congress

showed the commitment to expanding
health care coverage to millions of
children who are currently uninsured.
In our budget for the upcoming fiscal
year, we included a $50 billion funding
increase for the SCHIP program so that
we can provide health to millions of ad-
ditional children.

After SCHIP was created 10 years
ago, the number of uninsured children
began to fall every year. But last year,
for the first time since 1998, the num-
ber of uninsured actually went up.

As we recognize Cover the Uninsured
Week, it is important to highlight the
growing number of families without ac-
cess to affordable health insurance and
the need for this Congress to strength-
en SCHIP now. For 6 long years, this
problem of the growing number of un-
insured has been ignored. This new
Democratic Congress will not ignore
the problem. We are committed to ex-
panding health insurance to millions of
children who need insurance, and our
budget gives us the opportunity to
achieve this worthy goal this year.

———

REJECT THE IRAQ EMERGENCY
FUNDING BILL

(Mr. NEUGEBAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Madam Speaker,
this week the House will once again
take up an Iraq emergency funding bill
which is seriously flawed and should be
rejected.

Having 535 politicians attempt to
micromanage the war on terror from
atop Capitol Hill is a recipe for dis-
aster. This Congress should not be
telegraphing our war strategy to the
enemy and setting arbitrary timetables
for withdrawal, nor should we be tying
the hands of our Commander in Chief
and military leaders on the ground.

Iraq has become a central battlefield
on the war on terror, not because we
say so0, but because the terrorists
themselves have declared Iraq to be the
central front for their global jihad.
Therefore, it is vital that we win the
war and achieve success in Iraq. To do
so, this Congress must reject efforts to
micromanage the war and give the
Iraqi new strategy opportunity to suc-
ceed.

HONORING MR. DAVID
HALBERSTAM

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, yester-
day a great American died, David
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Halberstam. We had a mutual friend,
and through that I got to know Mr.
Halberstam. He chronicled and wrote
and reported the events of the last half
of the 20th century. He saw truth, he
spoke truth, and he wrote truth; and he
gained his first fame at the age of 30
when he received a Pulitzer Prize for
reporting about a quagmire known as
Vietnam, a misdirection of American
energies in foreign policies that led us
to lose over 30,000 lives and many cas-
ualties in a great blunder under Amer-
ican foreign policy. We have a similar
situation today in Iraq, another mis-
taken folly, and lives are being lost.

Madam Speaker, I would hope that
we could speak truth to power, and
that power would know that the Con-
gress is giving the President a bill to
support the troops, to bring the troops
home and support them by seeing that
they are not put in harm’s way, and
that the President will support the bill
that the Congress gives him.

We have lost a great leader in Mr.
Halberstam, and may the truth and
knowledge that he brought to this
country be imbued in this House and in
executive leadership where another
politician along with the 535 here
serve.

————
PASS A CLEAN BILL

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker,
the liberal leadership of this Congress
put the lives of our soldiers in the field
in a very difficult, very difficult posi-
tion. When they passed the supple-
mental bill earlier this month, they
loaded it up with pork. Actually, the
bill sounds more like a shopping list.
There is money for spinach and for fish
and for peanut storage. A lot of pork,
and it is something that does not do a
service to our military.

But what the leadership did was to
make an offer that couldn’t be refused
to a lot of Members. They claim to sup-
port the military, but in the bill what
they are doing is tying the hands of the
military by inserting a timetable for
withdrawal and taking the power away
from the commanders in the field. Ma-
jority Senate leader HARRY REID didn’t
help when he considered that the war
was lost. That is the message that he is
sending to our troops and to the terror-
ists alike, that everybody ought to give
up.

American citizens need to ask them-
selves, is defeat an option? What would
happen if we were to leave?

What we need to do is let the soldiers
do their jobs, us do ours, pass a clean
bill, and send it to the President.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
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